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Results and Orders Live Stream

It was a three-peat victory for John French and Babylon, owned by Marnell Sport Horses,
in the $25,000 World Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Professional Challenge,
sponsored by The Gochman Family, during the 30th anniversary of the Capital Challenge
Horse Show. The class was the highlight of the schedule on Wednesday, October 4, at
Prince George’s Equestrian Center in Upper Marlboro, MD. Rounding out the evening’s
competition, Halie Robinson of Santa Barbara, CA, and Leisure, owned by Stable Assets,
triumphed in the $10,000 WCHR Developing Pro Challenge, sponsored by John R.
Ingram Fund.

Earlier in the day, Nick Haness and On Call, owned by Brad Wolf, won the
$25,000 KASK/Vogel Green Hunter 3’ and 3’3” North American Championship, sponsored
by the Wheeler family.
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Riders qualified for the $25,000 WCHR Professional Challenge by finishing in the top four
in professional hunter classes at the show or ranking in the top 10 nationally. The class
consisted of a first round for all 24 competitors and a second round for the top 12 horse-
and-rider combinations. 

Judging the class was three panels of two judges, such that each panel provided a score,
and the average of those three marks yielded the rider’s overall total. Peg Seals and Chris
Wynne made up the first panel, while Brian Lenehan and Eric Dirks sat on the second,
and Mark Jungherr and Mary Eufemia represented the third.

Entering The Show Place Arena in the middle of the order, all eyes were on the 2021 and
2022 WCHR Professional Challenge winners, French and Babylon. After landing from the
final oxer in front of the in gate, cheers erupted from the crowd.
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“I was a little nervous in the warm-up area because he felt a little fresh today, but I knew
when he went in there that it’s his job,” recalled French who has brought Babylon along
since he was a four-year-old. “I don’t know if it’s because I started him from the beginning
when he was really green, but he’s my kind of ride. I wake him up a little bit, but then try to
be really soft with no pressure in front of the jump and let him use his head and neck.
Because I’ve had him for so long and he is my kind of ride, once I’m on him and in the
ring, I’m like, ‘We’ve got this.’”

With an average score of 93.33 in round one, French and the eight-year-old Oldenburg
gelding by Crumbie went straight to the top of the leaderboard. Last to return in round two,
silence filled the arena as spectators waited with palpable anticipation for each jumping
effort. Once again, the duo did not disappoint, delivering an impressive 94.33 for a two-
round total of 187.66.

Read More

With the high score in both rounds of the $10,000 WCHR Developing Pro Challenge,
sponsored by John R. Ingram Fund, Halie Robinson led the victory gallop aboard Leisure,
an eight-year-old Hanoverian mare by Comte owned by Stable Assets LLC. Their 180.32
total came from a first-round score of 89.66 and 90.66 in the second round.

Despite their short relationship together from the beginning of 2023, Robinson and Leisure
have made the most of their show year together.
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“I flew across the country in the middle of the night to try her, and we have never looked
back since then. She is the most incredible little horse in the world. She’s only in her
Green Hunter 3’3” year right now. I think she was one of the only horses out there that
was still doing that. She’s never been anything but absolutely spectacular. This is really
just our fourth or fifth show with her this summer, and she has improved and impressed us
every single time.”

Robinson was unsure what to expect of the young mare with the bigger atmosphere of a
night class. “She was a professional out there, so she didn’t really need too much. I just
tried to give her the best performance I could so she could have a special night,” said
Robinson.

Abel Davila, Stephanie Engle, Martha Ingram, Rachel Kennedy, Whitney Allen, Jennifer
Hinman, and Chris Sorensen joined Halie Robinson and Leisure in the winner’s presentation.
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This was Robinson’s third time in the WCHR Developing Pro Challenge, having finished
seventh in 2022 and 11th in 2021. Capital Challenge is Robinson’s favorite horse show of
the year, so to win this prestigious class stood out in her professional career.

“Tonight was finally the night so I was really happy,” admitted Robinson, who also won the
2017 USEF Show Jumping Talent Search Finals – West at the age of 21. “It’s also so
great to win on a horse that we have in the barn and have gotten to know over the past
couple of months. She is just as spectacular as we could have ever hoped, so hopefully
we get to keep working with her. I think she is really a once-in-a-lifetime horse.”
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Earlier in the day, 32 horse-and-rider combinations entered The Show Place Arena for the
$25,000 KASK/Vogel Green Hunter 3’ and 3’3” North American Championship, sponsored
by the Wheeler family. With an impressive overall score of 179.66, Nick Haness and Brad
Wolf’s On Call were victorious. Samantha Schaefer of Westminster, MD, and Cordial, a
nine-year-old Westphalian gelding by Cachassini, owned by Carol Stillwell, finished in
second place with a total score of 178.32. While Holly Orlando of Wellington, FL, and
Macallan, an eight-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding by Typhoon S, owned by Privet
Farm LLC, finished on the same total score, their lower second round score saw them
finish in third.

The class was overseen by three panels, each with two judges. Chris Wynne and Eric
Dirks sat on the first panel, while Brian Lenehan and Mary Eufemia made up the second,
and Peg Seals and Mark Jungherr were the third. Each panel awarded a score with the
average representing the rider’s overall mark. Horses competing at either the 3’ or the 3’3”
heights were scored equally, and the top 12 returned for the second round.
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Haness guided “Howard” to an impressive first-round score of 90.33 and followed that up
with an equally stunning second-round trip, earning an 89.33.

“Howard is a really, really funny horse,” said Haness of the eight-year-old Swedish
Warmblood gelding by Untouchable. “He’s got a big, big personality. He is very capable of
jumping beautiful jumps, and he’s got a huge, round, scopey, athletic way of going. We
have high hopes for his future as well. He’s very seasoned at this point, so he’s familiar
with the pressure this class brings. He’s very comfortable indoors, and I think his big jump
and big open stride really proved to be what the judges were looking for today.”

Haness was actually unaware he was slated to compete with Howard in the
Championship class until he saw the start list in the morning. Though Haness knew they
had qualified, he expected Howard to be focused on competing with Wolf in the 3’3”
Amateur Owner Hunter 36 & Over division. After a positive outing with his owner in the
Outdoor Arena, Howard was ready to take on The Show Place Arena with Haness in the
irons.

Read More

Learn about John French following his win
in the $25,000 WCHR Professional
Challenge!

Watch Here

Listen to Halie Robinson talk about her win
in the $10,000 WCHR Developing Pro
Challenge! 

Watch Here

Grand Champion Green Hunter 3’ and
3’3”

Sponsored by David Belford and
Christopher Payne, New Hope LLC

Frosted, ridden by Jennifer Hannan and
owned by Rindy Dominguez

Grand Champion Green Hunter 3’6”
Sponsored by Memorial Park Hunters

Pavlova, ridden by Nick Haness and
owned by John & Stephanie Ingram, LLC

Grand Green Hunter Champion
Sponsored by Carleton and Traci

Brooks, Balmoral

Drumroll, ridden by Geoffrey Hesslink and
owned by Meridian Farms

Grand Hunter Champion
Sponsored by RSB Farms Inc., Rob

Bielefeld, and Chrystal Knight

Grand Champion Conformation Hunter
Sponsored by Snowfield Farm

McQueen, ridden by Nick Haness and
owned by Walkenbach Equestrian LLC
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When posting about the 2023 Capital Challenge Horse Show on Instagram and TikTok, be
sure to tag us and use #CCHS2023 or #capitalchallenge for a chance to be featured in
the daily newsletter. 

Follow CCHS on Instagram

Like CCHS on Facebook

Follow CCHS on TikTok

About the Capital Challenge Horse Show

The Capital Challenge Horse Show, an official USEF Heritage Competition, has a distinct
and unique focus on preeminent hunter and equitation competition. The 2023 edition of
the Capital Challenge Horse Show will take place from September 28-October 8. The 11
days of competition will include prestigious equitation events, jumper divisions, the World
Championship Hunter Rider (WCHR) Finals, the $25,000 3’ and 3’3” Green Hunter North
American Championships, and more, with many of the country’s best horses and riders
competing in junior, amateur, and professional divisions.
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https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fg2insurance.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=902c08b134e3b456e165fbf2fdc0054964e95a5a88ee1e80517695ea0e6c0c29
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.equineambulance.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=5f7e3bbf0ef406d0f1bb020f8366fc3c42becab76b01797ad0450f64e2883ed2
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHesslinkwilliams%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f13840ab61a4b549df541384880123120f8a49590feb8de508f0fa2f30a02106
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.honorhillfarms.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=86cff8fef8afeb0a429b47d65a340ba9f4f92b8d6f0e458bdce8928d3a411036
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fhorseflight.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=607e84e773e3b686e7c54d1a80744642c5746a9b01e7249b5711914b789e26d7
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.humantouch.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=4a3b7e58b92c5f817171a73b43067f482678e58a11c56c1ee311e04e4b668c28
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.johnsonhorsetransportation.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=41b9df54e5829e88b3dc3b2ef81812bf4bee6699db5f7da96f26e058c436725f
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=e7352e47f1124ebaca41d9b2abd1083df7389e593d316b80f088695d67692558
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fkarinabrez.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=9826d7fc432c05575d546a129826bf0408d868c63609e1db7116a4f72434f67c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kask-safety.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=7a683663e5789a6c2fd708d667abb26544a7b98b2cb50f6178aa0511459499da
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fryegate.com%2Fnal.php&cfid=4850&vh=1435157b6da4241f8ed3b8265b909cba5180ca80e1a56f22e8675bf9d001ef5d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpbiafl.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b57a883b045b4a906d29b6d8cb51b0d2cd6af682c06078341d3eda605beed05d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pphorse.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=4a9a121c1dda79302e56e7f5d5764ede5a82e2d1e311c23fd14a967f629efb62
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fpjpfarm.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f899c31e584b318bdec6adbe1763728292b6e9fe4251d182a716bd691f591f40
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.quailhollowtack.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=655cb249cd7ec7fda1e5a9f3cbb2ac7867a7b90a527fd6aab370094a0c6a07d2
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Friders-boutique.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=df577abc92cb7bc2fd3c643f0bf7399cbf0fade126f8f5c54f6ad041444762c8
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsharoncampbell.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=e4d909f68351a473c92974f78676b2508896a6153c03752c33f39dcc669fc5e4
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartpakequine.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=2947b79c6dbed5ea96dcc60ac93d8cf5ba9e4ed4943ffde1312cd10167887e4e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fthishorseinsurance.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=05f7ab61b254141312a4142f5fdf6aabc5deb542958f5006f9408b0cb2701514
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.terranovaequestrian.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=3fad0a07b33050f0c4216c8b481beb6c23576ba816cbc0dfd40b203542660907
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fthreeshipsllc.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=a05d2d9b18ce7cd74b5216269b07cac96c422cbe36ac5315e138cda22c90396e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fturnham_green_farms%2F%3Fhl%3Den&cfid=4850&vh=b629015933e190748cfc17491a7fb4987026666e8cb17caba3d2045e2a63923c
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgolfcartrentals.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=9c42707fc17ab187a446aacb6a8ff68191033ed21b6ee420092a7ddb40e4f5c1
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fvogelnyc.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f81f469f16917a11da1c4c62d1af03e6a58775ff81d96d4843b66f277426bb7e
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fvoltairedesign.com%2Ffr%2F&cfid=4850&vh=b1bee81ca36bd633a9640fd77d9fb3d48cbfccc31591aebf6c76c751853cdd5d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwihs.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=2d0e4c6fa363aa9d97511a451c46e5984c3ad85234bbe55f475c50af55ff1a8d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwindsorstables-ga.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f47e43eb64934a348751643cc1d67aa6ebd4ac5de6d40ad84357fbc8052c118b
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wolfcreekequine.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=22ea0f28b9bc9fc619b4427cfb7b830bc3db4b9b61dc9990e7390adf0b601d16
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usef.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=d715fb6913a295b8b58088c60afc872633df0a65d2d4c361cffb5df6e4f85888
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ushja.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=1b160dca0dbe4406e865927e20531f6268aa9ffe2d10f75002adaa66e8f12817
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=195764&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ushja.org%2Fcompetition%2Fhunter%2Fworld-championship-hunter-rider-program&cfid=4850&vh=f1b34430d8a8c4cabff77bb8ca7cb7e667db0f15efdd0e171b53ec178b9607ca

